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ON-FILE NSC RELEASE INSTRUCTIONS APPLY]

The Communists'are apparently preparing for significantly increased
military activity in early 1972 in the Western Highlands and in the
northernmost province of South Vietnam, This conclusion is based on _
a quantum ingcrease in enemy troops in the Western Highlands (B-3 Front),
signs of a troop buildup in Quang Tri Province, and an increase in logistical
support facilities for these areas, '

i

[ R ARMY review completed.
Large Increase in B-3 Front Forces |

By far the most significant enemy buildup is in the Communists' B-3 Front.
An estimated 19, 400 troops will have arrived in the B-3 Front in 1971 --
compared with 7,700 arrivals in 1970, MACGYV J-2 believes that additional
“arrivals in January and February 1972 could reach 5,600, There are tentative
signs that the 320th Division may be moving from North Vietnam to the B-3
Front and could-artive as early as January 1972, It is entirely possible that
many, or most; troops-assigned to the B-3 Front are still over the border
in Cambodia or Laos. i '
Logistic support for the B-3 Front has been strengthened by the establishment
(in southern Laos) of a major new Transportation Group (471) and at least
two new Binh Trams (transportation bases). =
Historically, the B-3 Front area is a vital logistics base and staging area
for military activities throughout most of (GVN) Military Region I, COSVN
Resolution 9 (1969) stated: 'We must be resolute in expanding and perfecting
our highland bases in order to build up a strong position for both our immediate
and long-range struggles.' This policy remains in effect, but has been
difficult to implement because of insufficient forces,
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The carrent butidus cauld serve foar bagic purposes:

- The Comenunists nelght be nreparing to deiend their vital border
jogiatic bases (689, 791, and T0L) agsinat swapected A & Vil attecks,

The enemy might - {or ssycholegicsel effect want to overrun
exposed ARV bases, district capitals or even 2 provincial capits),
Drnwing & RVN [orces to the highlands, im response ta such sitacks, would
teave the populated constal arezs, especiaily in Biah Uish Province, more
exponnd to attacks againet the CVH pacificution effort, = prime ensmy
shjective, Furthormorve, the Commuonists might feel that they could badly
sl these ARVR anits. sceording o Comnnaunist doetrine, the highlaads
is the beat siace to fight + XVN main {orces.

An essential payt of the current Communisl antipacificotion campaign
iv the building of “revolutiosary bases (i.e,, s2reas under affective Comarmuniat
control), Tmly in the Weasterns Highlands does thic appear to be 2t all fessible
under present circamatances, An effort to expand soliitary and politizal
cantrol over this recaate ares could explain the reported crostion of new
VC provisces slong the narthwestern border,

in spy case, the arex where the Comnanniets launched their first diviston.

sised sttack (in the Ia Dramg Valley, October-Hovember 1965), 8é aumerous
large szxoaults since, nany soom sgain be the scene of istensified ememy
sperations. Logletics problems fespecinily gesting enough rice from Cambodia)
soight, however, limitthe iatended scope of zueh speratioma,

‘igms of Laermy Duildup in M3 {

Enemy lorees are 2kao being streagthensd in South Vietann's northernmost
sroviace, wmkag Tri, Elcments af » fourth regimnent have now joined

sthay regiments spersting in and s¢l of the sorthesstern part of this sraviace,
and parta of the 104th Uivislon a2e reportedly moving from Naorth Vietnam
into weslers Juang Tri Proviace.

There are 2iso temnsas wigns that the 324h Uivision may be lesving the
Horth for the A ‘hau Valley. The 3idth bas, in the paut, olten apervated

in igaag Tri Provioce and in contiiguons creas in Lens., The 4 Fhae
Valley is normelly somewhat beyond the range of its operations in the :guth,
The 124tk lust entered the valley in 1949,
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The sbove troep deployincata might be arimarily to protect bases and
supply lines (especinily those in Laos) snd secondarily to lure the ARVY
away from popalsted srers. Fccordiag te recently intercepted onemy
messages, the Communists are anticiputing lsrge scale 4HAVN attacks la
the former L&oM EON 719 sres,

“Three Front’ Orchestration

Hanol often stresses that it is fighting an “military, peiitigsl, and diplomalic
[roat:” snd geasrally seeks to relate actions on these (ronts, ' Bearing

this in mind, sossibly ac early 53 Jasuary Hanol conld be ready to begin

the rmilitsry operations described ahove serhaps also iaciuding incressed
pressure in Cambodia and expansion of control in eouthera Laos, The «npwal
Comonuni st affensive in Northern Laos which ha g begun eariier thun ususl
this year  &s probably the sponing gambit in theze plasned dry seazon

e raticns,

it ry successas would eabhaace the ollensive an the ‘diplomatic {ront”
whick will be designed beth to countsr the Presideat’s Felhing trip aad to
Ppressure us ints comeessions ot Paris, Thus, the Communisty «re orgenizing
a large aath V.5, conference in Paris (ut Versailles) and reportedly an
“Iadochine se sumenit Conference ' in Hanoel - both to be held in Febrwary 1972,

On the “molitiesl froat, ' military successes would, Lanol hones, enbance
its present effort to strengthen its grass roots political structare in South
Vietnarn i order evestaally to reverse GVN pacification galns,

if past experience is say guide, the orchestration of these efforts will be
ragged 2t beat, especiaily in coordinatiag milllary operations; nevertheless,
Heaol probabiy wiil tvy to give uz some serious trouble in the neaxt two months
and possibly even more in the iste sprivg,

Apd beyond ke next seversl monthz, it seems clear that the Commaniats
are investing come significsot new Rssets for » loager term eifort in the

central highlands.,
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